
 PHOTOCOPIABLE     © Cambridge University Press 2015

Name   Class   Date 

Smart Planet 3

Unit 2  Translation 

Unit 2  Translation

1	 Past simple: regular and 
irregular verbs

	 Translate the sentences into your language.
1	 The volcano erupted in 1883.
	 �
2	 Was the eruption serious?
	 �
3	 They didn’t understand that the volcano 

was active.
	 �
	 �
4	 They couldn’t watch the film because it was awful.
	 �
5	 Did you see the news last night?
	 �
6	 I was really scared of earthquakes and tsunamis 

when I was about seven years old.
	 �
	 �

2	 Past continuous and past simple
	 Translate the sentences into your language.

1	 Dylan was listening to music on his MP3 player.
	 �
2	 Were they travelling around Australia?
	 �
3	 Lily and Isabelle weren’t listening to the teacher.
	 �
4	 The tsunami warning came when they were 

swimming in the sea.
	 �
	 �
5	 Oscar and Noah were getting on the bus when it 

began to rain.
	 �
	 �
6	 What were you doing at nine o’clock yesterday 

evening?
	 �
	 �
7	 They were having lunch when the storm started.
	 �
8	 Lily wasn’t looking for a present for Alexander.
	 �

3	 Talking about a difficult 
situation

	 Translate the phrases into your language.
1	 What’s the matter? �
2	 I’m not sure. �
3	 Oh no! �
4	 Let me think … �
5	 I don’t know what to do.
	 �
6	 OK, don’t panic! �
7	 For one thing, no one rang me.
	 �
8	 I hope so! �

4	 Review
	 Translate the dialogue into your language.

Thomas: 	Hi, Daisy. What’s the matter?
Daisy:	 Hi, Thomas. I was reading about the 

volcanoes on Krakatoa. It was very 
serious. The volcanoes erupted in April 
1883 and made an enormous noise. 
The explosions created a tsunami with 
huge waves more than 40 metres high. 
The tsunami killed 34,000 people and 
destroyed 165 towns and villages.

Thomas:	 Yes, it was terrible.
Daisy:	 Did you know that the temperature 

around the world dropped one degree?
Thomas: 	Yes. And the weather didn’t return to 

normal until five years later.
Daisy:	 That’s right! How awful.
Thomas:	 Well, we’re lucky that the volcano in our 

town isn’t active!
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